
     October 2014, with a light breeze blowing and 
dawn breaking across the hills, a herd of bison take 
the first steps on the return to the Cherokee Nation. 
     “For most of us, the American bison symbolizes 
our great country  -  free, strong and resilient.  
Those are the traits we indentify in ourselves as 
Indian People” said Cherokee Nation Principal 
Chief John Baker. “that’s why the burralo has al-
ways represented something deeply spiritual to our 
tribal ancestors and why it’s important for us to 
reintroduce buffalo within our homelands.  Today, 
we are able to reconnect the Cherokee Nation with 
a prominent part of our history and our cultural 
roots.“ 
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